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WORLD WAR 1 
The U.S. entered this war due to submarine warfare on American ships and to keep the 
world "safe for democracy". 
WORLD WAR 2 
This war began when Germany invaded Poland, but the U.S. did not get involved until 
a direct attack by Japan. The U.S. ended isolationist policies after this war. 
STALINGRAD 
The WW2 turning point on the Eastern Front, the Soviets repelled the Nazis forcing a 
retreat. 
NORMANDY 
D-day invasion of France by the Allies, opening a second front against Hitler in WW2. 
PEARL HARBOR 
The surprise attack on the U.S. Naval Base by Japan which prompted our entrance to 
WW2 
MIDWAY 
The WW2 turning point in the Pacific which started the U.S. campaign of Island 
Hopping. 
IWO JIMA AND OKINAWA 
Winning these battles gave the U.S. air bases close enough to bomb the mainland of 
Japan in WW2. 
HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI 
Dropping Atomic Bombs on these cities caused the surrender of the Japanese, ending 
WW2 and saving American lives. 
EL ALAMEIN 
The Allied victory here in WW2 saved the Suez Canal and access to Middle East Oil! 
COLD WAR 
This was a war of ideas, western style democracy vs. eastern communism and 
dominated U.S. policies for nearly 50 years. 
KOREAN WAR 
This war of containment in Asia started when the Communists crossed the 38th 
parallel- ended in a stalemate. 
VIETNAM WAR 
This war of containment in Asia lasted from 1954 to 1973, ending in a U.S. withdrawal 
and the nation became communist 
BAY OF PIGS 
This was the failed attempt by Cuban exiles to overthrow Fidel Castro, the communist 
leader of Cuba 
CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 
The U.S. and the Soviet Union nearly went to direct war as the U.S. felt threatened by 
Soviet arms in Cuba. 
Persian Gulf War 
A military action where the U.S. and many other allies joined together to liberate 
Kuwait after it was taken over by Iraq 
 



Operation Desert Storm 
The name for the attack on Iraq during the Persian Gulf War, it was the first time the 
U.S. used women soldiers in combat. 
Iraq War 
The second engagement against Iraq, this time with the goal of ousting the 
government and replacing the dictatorship with a democracy, as well as to rid the 
country of weapons of mass destruction 
Afghanistan War 
The military engagement for the U.S. to actively hunt and destroy international 
terrorist groups hiding and training in the mountains of Afghanistan 
 


